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Historical
Overview

Welcome to our prestigious academic institution. With
nearly 100 years of experience, we are leading the field of
higher education in Palestine and the wider Arab world
with international-level research and instruction. Additionally, An-Najah uniquely contributes to the economic
and societal development of Palestine through a cadre of
specialized scientific centers which provide vital services
to the community that are otherwise unavailable. We
furthermore cultivate a multicultural, pluralistic outlook
among our students through a number of initiatives
designed to foster cross-cultural dialogue and tolerance.
An-Najah National University began as An-Najah Nabulsi
School in 1918. In 1941, it became An-Najah College and
in 1965 began to offer intermediate university degrees
in academic fields that aimed at enhancing the quality
of education in Palestine. In 1977, it transformed into
An-Najah National University, joining the Association of
Arab Universities as a full member in 1978.
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Today An-Najah is the largest and most prestigious
Palestinian university with 17,807 students and 1,020 academic personnel spread across three campuses: the Old
Campus; the New Campus; and the Khadouri Campus
in Tulkarm, which houses the Faculty of Agriculture and
Veterinary Medicine.
Widely considered the foremost Palestinian university, An-Najah ranked first in Palestine and 1906th in
the world in Google Scholar Citations according to the
Webometrics Ranking of World Universities (December
2015). This ranking is a proud testament to An-Najah’s
commitment to promoting world-class scientific research
and development.
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Commitment to International
Standards of Education & Research
Recognized and accredited by numerous international associations and agencies, An-Najah has
several centers and offices dedicated to internationalizing the quality of instruction and research.
The university actively recruits highly qualified academic staff and also internally develops its best
graduates, who are provided with scholarships to
pursue postgraduate studies at universities in the
United States, Europe, and Asia.

International Accreditations
An-Najah National University is a member of the
International Association of Universities, the Association of Arab Universities, the Mediterranean
Universities Union (UNIMED), and the Agence
Universitaire de la Francophonie. An-Najah has
submitted itself to additional international evaluations and accreditations:

Accreditation Board for Engineering
and Technology (ABET)
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Established in the United States in 1932, ABET
is a non-profit and non-governmental accrediting agency for academic programs in the
disciplines of applied science, computing, engineering, and technology worldwide. An-Najah has obtained accreditation for 7 programs
according to the same criteria and standards
used to evaluate American universities.

European University Association:
Institutional Evaluation Program
The Institutional Evaluation Program (IEP)
provides external evaluation of institutional
structures and decision-making processes. It aims to enhance governance and the
effectiveness of strategic management. In
an unusual move, An-Najah has chosen to be
evaluated a second time several years after
our first evaluation. This reflects our relentless commitment to improving our academic
performance.

European Foundation for Quality
Management: Committed to Excellence Certificate
The European Model of Excellence is one
of the most important models of quality
practices in Europe and the rest of the
world. The Committed to Excellence
Certificate independently assesses and
validates efforts by organizations to
implement improvement projects.

International Medical Education
Directory (IMED)
Graduates of the Faculty of Medicine
and Health Sciences are able to sit for
the United States Medical Licensing
Examination (USMLE).

General Medical Council (UK) List
of Acceptable Overseas Medical
Qualifications
Graduates of the Faculty of Medicine and
Health Sciences are able to sit for the
Professional and Linguistic Assessments
Board (PLAB) examination in order to
practice medicine in the UK.

International Association for the
Exchange of Students for Technical
Experience (IAESTE)
IAESTE provides students in technical fields
with paid, course-related training abroad.

Center for Excellence
in Learning and Teaching

Erasmus Mundus European
Exchange Program

The Center for Excellence in Learning and
Teaching promotes collaboration between
trainers from internationally renowned
centers of excellence and An-Najah faculty
and researchers. In order to facilitate the
university’s transition to a learner-centered
paradigm, the center provides professional
development programs in three key areas:
course design, pedagogy, and assessment
methods.

An-Najah is an active participant in the Erasmus
Mundus program. Erasmus Mundus promotes
cooperation and mobility between universities in
the European Union and universities around the
world.

The Office of International Development
and External Affairs promotes, coordinates,
and maintains ties between An-Najah and
international institutions. In addition, it
facilitates the visits of foreign guests and
delegations for the benefit of bilateral and
multilateral cooperation. As part of its
responsibility to ensure the internationalization of the university, the office also recruits
international faculty and staff and pursues
international scholarships for An-Najah
students.

The Quality Assurance Unit encourages
self-evaluation in every aspect of the university’s
performance. The unit assists both academic and
administrative departments in these endeavors
and also supports the implementation of the
university strategic plan.

UNIMED Regional Office

7

Office of International
Development and External Affairs

Quality Assurance Unit

An-Najah is the host of the only UNIMED office in
the Middle East. UNIMED promotes scientific and
educational cooperation within the Euro-Mediterranean region, establishing academic forums, networks, and technical assistance programs, while
improving mobility for students, researchers, and
academics throughout the wider region.
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The Deanship of Scientific Research organizes, coordinates, and supports scientific research, focusing on the immediate and longterm needs of Palestinian society. In order to
encourage research in both the humanities
and natural sciences, An-Najah publishes
two scientific research journals and awards
two prizes for excellence in research.

Tempus aims to exchange knowledge and knowhow between European universities and institutions in partner countries. Projects seek to help
develop curricula, enhance university governance,
and address issues relevant to higher education
and society.
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European Union Tempus Program

Faculties
& Programs

An-Najah National University offers
a high level of expertise and instruction
in a large number of fields.

Faculty of Agriculture
& Veterinary Medicine
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With sustainable economic development in mind, the Faculty of Agriculture and Veterinary Medicine trains students and develops technology
to meet the current and future needs of the agriculture and veterinary
medicine sectors.

Undergraduate Programs:

Graduate Programs:

•Animal Production and Health
•Plant Production and Protection
•Nutrition and Food Technology
•Veterinary Medicine

•Animal Production and Health
•Plant Production and Protection
•Nutrition and Food Technology

Currently, there are 12 academic faculties
offering 78 undergraduate and 55 graduate
programs, including two Ph.D. programs
and three medical specialization programs.

Faculty of Economics
& Social Sciences

• Accounting
• Banking and Finance
• Business Administration
• Economics
• Geography
• Geomatics
• Journalism
• Marketing
• Political Science
• Psychology and Psychological
Counseling
• Public Relations and Communication
• Radio and Television Broadcasting
• Sociology and Social Work

• Accounting
• Business Administration (M.B.A.)
• Economic Policy Management
• Geography
• Planning and Political Development
• Psychological and Educational
Counseling
• Taxation Disputes
• Women’s Studies

Al-Najah National University

Graduate Programs:
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Undergraduate Programs:
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The Faculty of Economics and Social Sciences provides students with
knowledge in business and the social sciences in order to be successful
in a dynamic and global world.
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Faculties
& Programs

Faculty of Educational Sciences
& Teacher Training

• Athletic Training
• Kindergarten Education
• Physical Education
• Primary Education
• Secondary Arabic Language Education
• Secondary English Language Education
• Secondary Mathematics Education
• Secondary Science Education
• Secondary Social Studies Education
• Secondary Technology Education

• Curriculum and Teaching Methodology
• Educational Administration
• Methods of Teaching English
• Methods of Teaching Mathematics
• Methods of Teaching Science
• Physical Education

Al-Najah National University

Graduate Programs:
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Undergraduate Programs:
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The Faculty of Educational Sciences and Teacher Training provides aspiring and current educators with both theoretical knowledge and practical experience with an emphasis on guiding public policy.
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Faculties
& Programs
Faculty of Engineering
& Information Technology

• Architectural Engineering
• Building Engineering
• Chemical Engineering*
• Civil Engineering*
• Computer Engineering
• Computer Information Systems
• Computer Science
• Electrical Engineering*
• Energy and Environmental Engineering
• Industrial Engineering*
• Management Information Systems
• Materials Engineering
• Mechanical Engineering*
• Mechatronics Engineering*
• Networks and Information Security
• Telecommunication Engineering*
• Urban Planning

• Architectural Engineering
• Clean Energy Engineering
and Conservation Strategy
• Disaster Risk Management
• Electrical Power Engineering
• Engineering Management
• Environmental Science
• Highway and Transportation
Engineering
• Structural Engineering
• Urban and Regional Planning
• Water and Environmental Engineering

Al-Najah National University

Graduate Programs:
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Undergraduate Programs:
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With access to a number of laboratories furnished with state of the
art equipment, the Faculty of Engineering and Information Technology
trains and produces engineers and IT professionals with a high level of
scientific and technical competence. The Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology (ABET) in the U.S. has evaluated seven programs
and determined that they all deserve equal recognition with American
universities.

* ABET accredited program
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Faculties
& Programs

Faculty
of Fine Arts
The Faculty of Fine Arts offers a vibrant creative and intellectual environment that fosters cutting edge practice and research. The faculty
also aims to use art to encourage cultural exchange and dialogue with
the international community.
Undergraduate Programs:
• Music

• Painting and Photography
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• Interior Design

Al-Najah National University

• Graphic Design
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• Ceramic Art
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Faculties
& Programs

Faculty
of Humanities

• Arabic Language and Literature
• English Language and Literature
• English Language and Literature
with French Minor
• French Language
• French Language with English Minor
• History
• Tourism and Archeology
• American Studies (minor only)

• Applied Linguistics and Translation
• Arabic Language and Literature
• History
• Translation/
Interpreting in three languages

Al-Najah National University

Graduate Programs:
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Undergraduate Programs:
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The Faculty of Humanities not only seeks to revive local heritage but
also to help students develop their English language skills. The faculty
offers courses in Arabic, English, French, Hebrew, Spanish, Russian, and
Arabic as a Second Language.
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Faculties
& Programs

Faculty
of Islamic Law (Shari’ah)
The Faculty of Islamic Law serves the local community by providing qualified and competent teachers, preachers, and scholars of Islam.
Undergraduate Programs:
• Fundamentals of Religion (Osoul Aldeen)
• Jurisprudence and Legislation (Fiqh and Tashree’)
• Shari’ah and Islamic Banking

Al-Najah National University
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• Fundamentals of Religion (Osoul Aldeen)
• Jurisprudence and Legislation (Fiqh and Tashree’)
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Graduate Programs:
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Faculties
& Programs

Faculty
of Law
The Faculty of Law trains students to work in both the public and private
sectors. The faculty also helps prepare Palestinian legislation, particularly in regards to the exercise of basic rights and freedoms.
Undergraduate Program:
• Law

Al-Najah National University
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• Criminal Law
• Intellectual Property and Innovation Management
• Private Law
• Public Law
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Graduate Programs:
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Faculties
& Programs
Faculty of Medicine
& Health Sciences

• Biomedical Sciences
• Medical Laboratory Sciences
• Midwifery
• Nursing
• Optometry
• Pharmacy
• Physical Therapy
• Radiography
• Speech Pathology

• Clinical Pharmacy
• Clinical Psychology*
• Community Mental Health Nursing
• Nursing Anesthesia
• Pharmaceutical Sciences
• Public Health
• Doctor of Medicine (M.D.)
• Doctor of Pharmacy (Pharm.D.)
* Program supervised by the Child Institute

Medical Specialization Programs:
• Diagnostic Radiology

• Emergency Paramedic

• Family Medicine

Al-Najah National University

Graduate Programs:
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The Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences is dedicated to excellence
and international standards of medical care and research. The recent
opening of the An-Najah National University Teaching Hospital has
provided more opportunities for students to develop their practical
skills and work alongside some of the most experienced physicians in
the region.
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Faculties
& Programs

Faculty
of Science

• Applied Chemistry
• Biology
• Biology and Biotechnology
• Chemistry
• Mathematics
• Physics
• Physics and Electronics
• Statistics

• Biology
• Chemistry
• Computational Mathematics
• Mathematics
• Physics
• Ph.D. Chemistry
• Ph.D. Physics

Al-Najah National University

Graduate Programs:

ANNU

Undergraduate Programs:
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With access to state-of-the-art facilities and equipment, the Faculty of
Science encourages interdisciplinary study between various scientific
disciplines.
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Faculties
& Programs

Faculty
of Graduate Studies

Al-Najah National University

The Faculty of Honors offers additional courses to intellectually challenge the university’s top students. The faculty works with external
professionals to design learning experiences that meet students’
needs and interests.
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The Faculty of Graduate Studies encourages and broadens the
intellectual and professional maturation of graduate students. The
faculty supervises 55 graduate programs, including the only two Ph.D.
programs in Palestine (Chemistry and Physics). Supervision of the
doctoral students is done via a cooperative process between professors from An-Najah and other institutions in Europe.
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Scientific
Centers

Public Health and Human
Rights Center

In addition to the teaching and research activity that
typically characterize a university, An-Najah National
University uniquely serves the community through a
number of highly specialized scientific centers which
pursue responsible socioeconomic development.

The Public Health and Human Rights Center promotes
regulations and laws to guarantee the rights of
patients and ethical medical practice in Palestine.
The center conducts research, hosts workshops, and
launches awareness campaigns for this purpose.

Working closely with both the public and private
sectors, the scientific centers facilitate the application
of academic research to societal problems. Projects
in areas such as renewable energy and conservation,
toxicology research, and disability have become an
indispensable feature of the work and profile of
An-Najah.

Business Innovation
& Partnership Center
The Business Innovation and Partnership Center
cultivates partnerships with the industrial sector to
utilize the university’s scientific expertise to stimulate
innovation and development in the private economy.

Although operationally autonomous, all sub-units
work to apply theoretical sociological approaches to
practical issues facing the community.

Community Service Unit
The Community Service Unit is open to members of
the general public in need of social or legal services.
In order to teach students the value of voluntary
community service, the unit also administers
the mandatory community service course which
requires that all An-Najah students complete 50
hours of volunteering in the community.

Continuing Education Unit

Opinion Polls and Survey Studies Unit
The Opinion Polls and Survey Studies Unit conducts
surveys on a range of political, economic, and social
issues within Palestine, providing periodic reports
both in Arabic and English.

Energy Research Center
The Energy Research Center conducts research,
system design, feasibility studies, and training in
both conventional and renewable energy, as well as
energy management and conservation. The center
has established a strategic partnership with Arizona
State University to develop clean energy projects and
research exchange.

Forensic Medicine Institute
The Forensic Medicine Institute provides medical
expertise in the fields of judicial autopsy and crime
scene investigation.

Korean-Palestinian IT
Institute of Excellence

People with Disability Care Office

The Korean-Palestinian IT Institute of Excellence offers
distinguished professional training courses primarily
in operating systems, programming languages, applications, multimedia, databases, hardware, and networking to government ministries, private companies,
banks, and other organizations.

The People with Disability Care Office ensures that
access to education and training is a universal principle, enabling employment, societal integration,
and economic independence.

Poison Control
and Chemical /Biological Analysis
Center

The Continuing Education Unit holds seminars,
conferences, and training courses to develop
expertise and professional skills within the local
economy.

Computer Lab for the Visually Impaired
This lab provides comprehensive services to those
with impaired vision, offering access to customized
computers and other supportive equipment, such
as braille, large print, raised letters, and audio
material.

The Poison Control and Chemical /Biological Analysis
Center analyzes the safety of food, water, drugs, cosmetics, detergents, and other chemicals for public consumption and use. The center also provides accessible
advice on poisons, toxins, poison prevention, emergency treatment, and the safe use of medications.

29

Community Service
& Continuing Education Center

The Academic Program for the Study of Involuntary
Migration conducts research, teaches courses on
forced migration, and collects statistical data.

Al-Najah National University

The Child Institute seeks to improve the quality of life
for children with all types of developmental disorders
through excellence in education, research, health
care, advocacy, and support. The institute is the first
center of its kind in Palestine where evidence-based
assessment, diagnosis, and management services
are provided. Programs of note include a specialized
rehabilitative day program for children with Autism
Spectrum Disorder and a full-day Montessori Kindergarten. The Child Institute is dedicated to the ideals of
inclusion for all the children of Palestine

Academic Program for the Study of Involuntary Migration
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Child Institute

UNESCO Chair on Human Rights
& Democracy
The UNESCO Chair on Human Rights and Democracy
engages in human rights education, research, and
advocacy to provide support and resources to the local
community.

Urban Planning
& Disaster Risk Reduction Center
Urban and Regional Planning Unit
The Urban and Regional Planning Unit aims to
improve and support urban and regional planning
practices amid the increasing pace of recent development in Palestine.

Construction
& Transportation Research Unit
The Construction and Transportation Research
Unit works with government agencies to improve
construction techniques and materials, to manage
traffic for Palestinian transport systems, and to establish maintenance and rehabilitation programs
for Palestinian road networks.

Earth Sciences
& Seismic Engineering Center
The Earth Sciences and Seismic Engineering
Center was established to increase Palestinian
expertise in seismology, seismic engineering, and
related fields. The center assesses the earthquake
vulnerability of existing structures and uses mass
media to increase public awareness of earthquake
hazard and preparedness. Additionally the center
analyzes seismic data for prospective development plans.
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Architectural Conservation Unit
The Architectural Conservation Unit works to
preserve cultural and historic sites in Palestine by
raising public awareness, providing consultation services, and working with governmental
agencies.

Water & Environmental
Studies Institute

ANNU

Al-Najah National University

31

The Water and Environmental Studies Institute researches the optimal use of two of Palestine’s limited
natural resources: soil and water. The institute aims
to assist in environmental preservation, improve the
efficiency of water use in agriculture, and minimize
ground water contamination.
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University
Library System
An-Najah National University Library maintains a
diverse and constantly expanding collection of books,
encyclopedias, periodicals, and other e-resources to
foster creativity and meet the information needs of all
users. The library integrates cutting edge electronic
services with traditional media.
The Library System contains over 250,000 books and
27,000 journals, as well as more than 170,000 electronic books, all available to students, staff, and the

community. Additionally, visitors to the library may
access the internet for free.
The following libraries, distributed across the university’s three campuses, comprise the An-Najah Library
System: the Old Campus Library, the New Campus
Library, and the Faculty of Agriculture and Veterinary
Medicine Library.

Multicultural Study
Centers & Programs
An-Najah has developed several specialized centers and programs to promote interaction and mutual understanding between the university body
and the global community.
American Corner Nablus

Arabic for Non-Native Speakers

Sponsored by the U.S. Consulate in Jerusalem, the
American Corner Nablus exists to maintain an open
dialogue on issues of mutual concern to both the
American and Palestinian peoples. The center hosts
workshops, open discussions, lectures by guest speakers, digital video conferences, and other activities
to build bridges of understanding and to develop
students’ general knowledge and skills.

The Arabic for Non-Native Speakers program aims to
help learners not only develop their Arabic language
skills, but also to understand every aspect of Arab heritage. Instructors try to limit the learners’ use of their
native language as much as possible. Through this
method of immersion, the program strives to enable
students not only to learn Arabic but to think in it as
well. Outside of the classroom, learners engage with
Palestinian society, sharing life together and building
friendships with local students at An-Najah as well as
in the community of Nablus and beyond.

British Council Office
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An-Najah hosts an office of the British Council in
the Old Campus Library. The British Council provides
information and advice about UK education and the
requirements for studying in the UK. It also arranges
activities in the arts, education, human rights, and
governance to promote cultural dialogue.

Al-Najah National University

The Department of English offers an American Studies
Minor open to students in all fields of study. Students
can study and research topics in American history,
culture, literature, and foreign policy. The program
encourages the development of international knowledge to prepare students to participate in the global
community.
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Zajel International Youth Exchange

In 2015 An-Najah launched “Discover Palestine,” a
9-week online course exploring Palestinian history,
archaeology, culture, and heritage in the English
language. Discover Palestine is a free massive open
online course (MOOC) which not only offers online
learning, but also gives participants a forum to
exchange knowledge with individuals from across
the globe. Participants study a different topic each
week followed by interactive activities, debates, and
research opportunities.

The Zajel International Youth Exchange program
brings young people from all over the world to Palestine to promote cultural exchange, challenge existing
perceptions of Palestinians, and equip An-Najah
students to recognize and respect different opinions,
religions, and cultures.

Language Resource Center
The Language Resource Center provides students and
researchers with the opportunity to learn a variety
of languages via the assistance of international
staff. The center contains a library of books, journals,
and electronic resources including films, recorded
programs, CDs, and other material.

Media
Center
The Media Center is dedicated to the study of media and communication and in doing so reinforces the values of
justice, equality, pluralism, democracy, freedom of speech, and human rights in Palestine.
The center inculcates a professional code of ethics to teach students how to produce objective news, analysis,
interviews, and programming. The center is working to create a professional journalistic culture that involves
marginalized groups of people, appreciates the value of science and culture, supports the rights of women and
children, and contributes to the building of a free and stable nation.

Voice of An-Najah

The center has recently established the An-Najah
Broadcasting Channel (NBC) to spread An-Najah’s
vision worldwide and convey a positive image of
Palestine and its culture. NBC broadcasts political,
economic, and social programs on television and also
offers practical training to media students.

The Media Center also hosts the “Voice of An-Najah”
radio station which broadcasts 24 hours a day on the
internet and local frequencies which currently cover
about 90% of the West Bank. The station provides
professional training to media students and produces
a variety of programming on topics ranging from news
to music.

ANNU

Al-Najah National University

35

An-Najah Broadcasting Channel (NBC)

NBC | Najah Broadcasting Channel
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University
Hospital
The An-Najah National University Hospital seeks to
improve the quality and efficiency of medical services
available to the public and to simultaneously train
professionals for the Palestinian healthcare sector.It is
the first university teaching hospital in Palestine.
Although construction is continuing, the main
building is now open. The hospital offers services
in radiology, oncology, hematology, dialysis, surgery,
bone marrow transplantation, laboratory analysis,
emergency care, and intensive care. All services meet
the highest tertiary level.

By establishing a modern facility to host qualified
experts, services, and the latest technologies in medicine, An-Najah aims to attract expert health service
providers at home and abroad to train specialists
locally in Palestine. By creating a hub for medical services centrally located within the northern West Bank,
the hospital will reduce costly patient referrals to
hospitals outside of Palestine and promote Palestinian
self-sufficiency.
The University Hospital aims to conduct informed,
socially aware medical research that abides by international ethical standards in regards to the protection of
human rights and the general welfare of individuals.
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An-Najah is located in
the prominent West Bank city of
Nablus, approximately 63 kilometers (39 miles) north of Jerusalem.

Strategically positioned in the narrow valley between
Mount Ebal and Mount Gerizim, Nablus is an important cultural and commercial hub for the Palestinian
people. It is one of the oldest cities in the world
and contains architecture from Roman, Byzantine,
Crusader, and Ottoman times. The Old City of Nablus
dates back to the Mamluk dynasty, offering visitors a
chance to experience a traditional Middle Eastern souk
reminiscent of that period.

ANNU

The City
of Nablus
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